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1. The Central administration for Trade and supnly in the 3cviet zone
1s negotiating with the Central administraticn for Transportation
about the shipment and distribution of the 1947 harvest.

2. The figure for the potato harveat for 1947 was gilven by the uepart-
ment of Trade and Supnly as 4.7 million tons. Cf this amount 3.1
million tons ere to be distributed emong the civilian ponuletion of
the Soviet zone and the Soviet sector of Berlin, which corresponds
to & ration of one nound a day per person over a period of ten
months. Six hundred thousand tons of no.atoes have been esrmarked
for industrial nurposes, inclusive of the menufacture of beverus e
spirits.

25X1X Lomment: The 1946 potato hervest yielded 9.2 millien tons.
Although the fipure of 4.7 million tons was £iven as the "“G~namt-
Irnteertrag for 1947, there is no question that thie year’®: <wotato
harvest will amount to at least 8 miliion tens. It may be «-usumed
that the 4.7 million tons represent the total amount of potitoeg
‘or which transportation is recuired and thet the difference hetween
this flgure and the actual yield will be left to the farmers for
seeding purposes and for fodder. The norm-l consumption of “he
rural population had, however, slready been included in the 4 7
million tons. -

$. The 3ED has teken an increasingly gtrong ostand ageinst the “~e of
potatoes for the manufacture of spirils and Les aired the sup ject
in public meetings, in the press, &nd in the legislatures. The
Central Administration for Finaneg believes that this campaign 1is
veing carried on with the tmelt'mpproval of the SMA, and that a
considierably smaller amount of:pofstoes will be used for the menu-

facture of spirits during 1947-48°

4. Up to novw, the main income Of the states was derived from the tax
levied on spirits; a drgatic reduction in this scurce of income
would pose the questlconpfrom whet other snurce renaraticns nsyments
should be drawn. The SMa 1s allered to have an extronely 1. «s&
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